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ite love me, keep my commandments.”—JoHN XIV: 15. 
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JOSEPH SMITH’ DIVINE MISSION. 


OF HIS: WORKS. 

BEFORE: es Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day: eee 
the Prophet Joseph ‘Smith: brought. forth; a book the most remarkable 
work of the age. It purported to give an account of. the ancient«people 
of the American continent and the dealings ef the Lord witb them. The 
Prophet claimed that it was translated: by power of the Lord from 
writings engraved upon plates that had the appearance of gold. The 
plates were found: buried on the side of a hill in New: York: state, and 
their whareabouts was revealed to the Prophet by an angel. 
This explanation of the origin of the book, called 
was moat ‘incredible to many of those who heard it, being taught as they 
had been the erroneous doctrine that angels had long since-ceased to visit 
the earth and that the age of prophets and revelation was past. But the 
fact that the book was in existence could not be denied) for it was printed 
and published to the world. To charge Joseph Smith or any other man 
or st of men with having written it for the purpose of deception: would 
be equal to attributing to man super-human wisdom, and ability that is 
possessed only by heavenly beings. It would be giving him much Jess 
credit for supernatural ability to accept his own claim that he vn merely 
inspired of the Lord to bring the book forth; for it is an undeniable: fact 
that alk the learned men in the world combined could not by their oon 
wisdom: produce such: a work as the Book of Mormon. As evidence of 
this assertion it ia only necessary to becgme aequainted with the contents 
of the boek. If person will take the pains to read it ho ill / find 4t 
refers in the course of the narrative it oontains, to many fata of history, 
numerous. geographical and geolegical statements, and some astronomical 
truths. > Besides, it also teaches 
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Now just consider what an impossible task it would be for any man, 
without divine aid, to write an historical narrative of this character. It 
is filled with thousands of statements concerning history, geography, 
geology, astronomy and religion, and yet does not contain one assertion 
regarding any of these subjects that does not agree in perfect harmony 
with what was known respecting them at the time it Was presented to the 
world. It might be claimed that with a great amount of research it 
would be possible for 7 9 to do this; but more than this is — in 


me of research 3 the book was published, and that too in — . 


age of critical investigation ! 
Again, the book contains as much reading matter as that of the Old 


Testament. It is a continuous, unbroken history of a people for a thou- 
sand years, and written originally by a succession of historians. Facts 
mentioned by one writer are referred to quite frequently by another, so 
that it would be no easy matter for a most careful writer with all the 
ingenuity that man is capable of exercising to orginate a work of such 
character and magnitade without it containing contradictions of itself. 
Whatever success an impostor might have in deceiving people with a 
fictitious book, there are some things he cannot do. Should he succeed in 
making the book consistent with all known truths of history, scienoe and 
religion, he would find it. impossible to make accurate predictions con- 
cerning the future. This power is not possessed by man, unless:conferred 
upon him by the Lord. The Book of Mormon cannot therefore be classed 
among human impositions, for it contains prophecies that were not. fal- 
filled at the time it was published, but that have since been verified. 
As instances of prophetic utterances recorded in the Book of Mormon 
which have been fulfilled since its publication are the following quotations. 
Speaking of the coming forth in this age of the.record which be compiled, 
the Prophet Mormon says, “And it shall come in a day when the blood of 
Sainte shall cry unto the Lord, because of secret combinations and the 
works of darkness. The Book of Mormon was printed before the Church 
of Jesus Ohrist of Latter-day Saints was organized, so that it could not 
be told at that time, except by inspiration that the blood of sainte in the 
present age should ory unto the Lord, because of the works of darkness. 
There was no religious persecution going on at that time, but it was 
not long before the bloed of Saints was shed as the result of persecution. 
The Prophet: Nephi, referring also to the period when the record should 
be revealed in the latter time, and when the Lord should proceed to re- 
cover His chosen people, the house of Israel, records the words of the Lord 
to him as follows, “And my words shall hiss forth unto the ends of the 
earth, for a standard unto my people, which are of the house of Israel. 
And because my words shall hiss forth, many of the Gentiles shall. say; a 
Bible! a Bible! We have got a Bible, and there cannot be any more 
Bible.“ Since the publication of the Book of Mormon the Lord's words 
have gone forth unto the ends of the earth,” or in other words, to all 
parts of the earth, and the Latter-day Saints who have carried His words 
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and deolared them in nearly all countries have been answered hundreds 
and hundreds of times with these words A Bible! a Bible! We have 
got a Bible, and there cannot be any more Bible.“ The Prophet Nephi 
reiterates the prediction recorded in the twenty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, 
concerning the coming forth of a book, and which the Latter-day Saints 
maintain refers to the Book of Mormon: The prophecy is as follows: 
“And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes 
of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness.” Since the 
establishment of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the 
gifts of the Gospel, have been enjoyed by those who believe. Many of the 
deaf have had their hearing restored, and also many who were blind have 
been restored to sight. These are only a few of the many predictions con- 
tained in the Book of Mormon which have been fulfilled since its nn 
tion. Many more are to be found in the work. 

To claim that the Book of Mormon was inspired ee an evil source 
would be very absurd and most inconsistent. All will admit that every- 
thing that leads men to do good is from the Lord, while everything 
that tends to evil is from an evil source. It is true that the evil 
one, in order to deceive, will present a great many truths. to one’s mind 
in order to get him to accept of one falsehood. But the fact with the 
Book of Mormon is it contains nothing but that which leads to good. 
Its doctrines are pure, and carry with them an influence for good only. 
The most persistent opponents to the book admit this fact, and it cannot 


be disputed. The whole burden of its grand message is to encourage 


mankind to do right, and to point out the way of n and eternal 
life. 
The last chapter i in the Book of Sadia contains ps 3 And 
when ye shall receive these things, [the records contained in the Book of 
Mormon] “I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the eternal Father, 
in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask 
with a sincere heart, with a real intent, having faith in Christ, he n 


manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.“ 


Here is a promise that no impostor would dare to make, for he 1 pon 
expect. it to be ine and it would only furnish a means of detecting 
his deception. 

The spirit in which the Book of is of 
that it impresses the reader with the honesty and earnestness of: the 
writer. Its language is very plain, showing that the writer made no 
attempt at literary embellishment, but had only one object in view, which 
was to state the simple facts, and make the Gospel plain for the benefit of 
mankind. The style of the writing is peculiar to itself, and different to 
all other writings extant. These facts concerning the character of the 
book go to prove that its authenticity is genuine. If it had been written 
by Joseph Smith, it would of necessity be of the same literary character 
as his writings; but a comparison of his writings with those of ne 
of Mormon shows a wide difference between the t 

If what is called the “higher criticism” should: be applied ‘atin 
it would: furnish most:convincing proof that the claimed authorship of it 
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s- more consistent with the facts, than the charge made that it is a modern 
»fergery. What is meant by “higher criticism” is the scientific investiga- 
rin of any writings for the purpose of discovering their authorship by 
the style of the writing, the mannerisms employed, the local references 
and other data contained therein. All the facts that can be gleaned from 
: the writings in the Book of Mormon indicate that it is an ancient record. 
| Epwin 
010 ‘BE CONTINUED. } 


WORDS FROM PRESIDENT WOODRUFF. 


Ar the Sunday School children’s celebration of President Woodruffs 
ninetieth birthday, the. venerable leader was presented with a beautiful 
basket of ninety roses. In reply to the presentation speech he made the 
following remarks to the'ten thousand children. — young folks ere 
assembled : 

J want’ to say to my young — friends abe 
Sabbath Sohools established here in the Rocky mountains, God bless you 
and I feel to bless you, as far as I have the power. I want to say that this 


is a gene before me to-day that has over - powered me—it has over- powered 


my speech. I would rather not say anything, still 1 feel I want to 
@few remarks to my friends. 

Imever in my life have been in a similar iposision to that of 
'‘Bheseens' before me has been a fulfillment to all my prayers from my boy- 
hood up to early manhood. Eighty years ago I was a little boy ten years 
of ‘age attending school the same as you are here in the wountains 
of Leruel. I read the New Testament. I read of Jacob, I read of the 


apostiésiand: the prophets. I could not find a man on the face of the 


earth «who: taught these principles or believed in them. I prayed to the 
God of heaven that I' might live to see a Prophet; that I might live to see 
an Apostle: who would say something that would we 
principles I read of in the New Testament. | 

‘Today standin the midst of ten thousand yuung men women of 
Am sons and daughters of prophets, patriarchs and men of Israel. 
vo hold the Holy Priesthood appointed by the God of Israel; — 
in the last days to set up and carry these laws and principles of God into 
effect. It is these principles that we were to look at in the last days. 
Now, I want to say to you as the rising generation, I never expected to 
s day of this kind in my life, in my early days. I did expect as it was 
promised to me to see a prophet. [have lived to see him. Ihave traveled 
with prophets and patriarchs and sons of God. I have lived to see this 


body of intelligence of the sons of the:living wend: come here: to the 


meetings of isracl. 
this for I seo: before me the nature of she 


We cannot say the Bible is a novel — the Bible that contains revelation. I 


have passed thrungh the periods of boyhood, early manheod and old age. 
L canaot-expect to sarry 
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te:you a few! words of counsel. You: oceupy. a position ãn the Chmreh, and. 
Kingdom. of God and have received the power of the Holy. Prinsthood. 
The God of Heaven: has appointed you and called you forth in this.day, 
and generation. Lwant you to look at this. Young, man listen tothe 
counsel: of: your elder brethren. Live near to God; pray; while. young; 
learn to pray; learn to cultivate. the Holy, Spirit o God: link. it to. you 
and it will become a spirit of revelation unto you, inasmuch as you.nourish 
it. I feel thankful myself that I have lived to see this day, 1; declare, 
unto you that there are many in the flesh who will e. tha 
coming of the Son of Man. 

This is about all I wish to say. I feel thankful to my Heavenly. Father 
that I see this scene before us this afternoon; that I see. the Gospel mani- 
festations on the earth. There has been, as it was stated by our brother, 
two powers, one to destroy me and the other to save me, And God in 
heaven has willed: to spare me to see this day. He has given me power to 
reject every testimony and reject every example that leads to evil. I say, 
to you, children; do not use tobacco, liquor or any of these things that 
destroy the body and mind, but honor Him and you will have a mission 
upon your heads that the world know not of May God bless you. Amen, 


— 
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TESTS: OF PAITH AND INTEGRITY. 


THE Latter-day. Saints. passing through, during, the, leat 
months, an.experience that ought to be very instructive in its, results. 
There probably. has never, been a time in the Church when,.there-haye 
beem auch strange manifestations of spirit and feeling 
during tho period referred to. 

The oldest and moss, experianced , the Church the 
view, that never. before. has such a condition of. affairs been, witmesned 
among us. 

The Lord has said that He will people. 
that everything that can be shaken will be shaken, and it seems as though 
reoent events: go to sustain the truth of this statement. 

A determined effort has been made to curtail the influence and authority 
of the Priesthood. of the Son of God. Lines have been drawn, in some 
instances by members of the Church, which the servants oi God have, been 
told they; must not cross; and a strong effort has been made to convince 
the officers of the. Church that they will not be sustained in 
directing, or in any manner enn, with the nnn the Church : 
in certain direction. 

This, doctrine, is not new. It. is a old aa. the. Clrurch 
itself; for one of the. great. objections that was urged, by, spostates, or 
those whe had the spirit of apostasy, against the Prophet, Joseph, Was that 
he should not interfere with temporal affairs, but confine. himself to.spirit- 
ual functions. All Who are familiar with, the history of. the Church will 
recall. these instances. Subsequently a. feeling prevailed..among, others 
who lateriimbibed,, this spirit, that Joseph aimed ,.ta.asurp, the functions 
thane belenged to the State and to tho civil. authority; and. tho gpeat.hue 
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and ory that was raised against him about the time the Church was driven 
out of Missouri and after it settled in Nauvoo, was that he had ambitious 
designs and aimed to place himself as a dictator at the head of the people. 
Men who contributed to his murder justified themselves for their atrocious 
acts toward him by professing to believe that his 
State were dangerous and should be checked. : 

A notable apostasy occurred a little less than thirty years add: 120 es 
of the charges made by those who led this movement was that President 
Brigham Young was interfering with matters that did not belong to his 
Priesthood; that he was overstepping the limits to which the Priesthood 
should be confined ; he was too much engaged in temporal matters. 

This is the cry that has been raised of late in our midst. The charge is 
made that there is a disposition to unite Church and State; and many 
people have been carried away with the feeling that there is truth ‘in this 
charge, and have attempted to show their disapproval of it. at oe 
situation has furnished the opportunity for the display of this feeling. 

Nothing has occurred among the Latter-day Saints that we know of 
that has in every respect been such a trial to the people as the division in 
politics on party lines. Feelings have been exhibited by men that they 
were never suspected of possessing. Men, and women too, have appeared 
in entirely new characters. If they themselves had been told a few years 
ago that they would have shown such a spirit as they have of late, they 
would ‘not have believed it. Satan had taken great advantage of the 
opportunities which have been afforded through this division: He has 
exercised great influence, and in order to make his schemes successful, he 
has resorted to his old methods of using misreprésentation and falsehood. 
The eyes of many people have been blinded and their understandings have 
been darkened, and they have said and done things which not very long 
ago they: would have been shocked at. In such cases there must needs be 
heartfelt and sincere repentance, or greater darkness will follow, nee ci 
of the Lord will be grieved, and they left to themselves. 

It seems necessary that we, as a people, should have the Ae 
are now gaining. The Lord has a design in permitting such a condition 
of affairs to exist in His Church. The result which will attend this eon- 
dition, so far as the Church is concerned, no one of experience can doubt, 
its members will be made more perfect, will understand themselves better, 
will ‘have profited by the lessons which experience has taught them, and 
their children will have the history of these events before them as a warn- 
ing and a guide to them in their future lives. These will be the results 
with those who are faithful to the truth, and who are determined te honor 
the Priesthood of the Son of God. But those who find fault and yield 
themselves to those evil influences which seek to prevail, will eee . 
unless they repent, go into darkness and lose the faith, § = © 

It'isa trite saying that history repeats itself. 
itself at the present time, so far as the Cnurch is concerned. “During the 
sixty-six years that are past no man nor combination of men has ever 
prospered that has been found arrayed against the servants of God: It is 
true that these latter have been and are but mortal. They are men who 
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have frailties, infirmities and weaknesses like other men. But God has 
chosen them. He has placed His Priesthood upon them. He has promised 


under their administration, He has confirmed upon those baptized the 
Holy Ghost. He has blessed the men, the families and the people who 
have followed their instructions. The evidénces'df all this are before the 
eyes of the Church and the world. On the other hand, what man is there 
that has ever prospered who bas lifted up his voice and used his influence 
against the authority which these men hold? Look carefully along the 
whole line, from 1830 to 1897, and can anyone point out an instance where 
either an individual or a number of individuals have prospered and been 
successful in attacking and condemning the servants of the Lord? Names 
without number might be mentioned to prove that failure and ignominy 
have attencled every effort of this kind. And as it has been in the past ¥ 
it will be in the future. God has made promises and these cannot fail. 
It is well, therefore, for Latter-day Saints to look to their ways. They 
should be warned by the experience of the past and the fate which has 
befallen all those who have done what many are now trying to do. 
It is a good time ‘now for all of us to examine carefully where we stand 
and what manner of spirit we are of; and if we have, b thought, or 
word or ot, done anything to grieve the Spirit of the Lord, we should 
repent of it with all our hearts. In looking at the history of our Church’ 
it sesmed as though the Lord has often permitted affairs to take stich’ 
a shape as to test the faith’ and integrity of the people. There have 
been numerous instantes of this kind. Pretnders have arisen claiming to 
have authority, and denouneing those who did have authority. Many of 
them ha ve had à following’ Sometimes the efforts of these pretenders 
were more threatening than ‘at other times, and they led ‘away u greater 
number of people. It has seemed necessary for the cleansing ‘of the Church 
that such occasions shotld arise. If nothing of this kind wers to occur, it 
would appear, looking at our past history, that’ many ‘people would call 
themselves Latter-day Saints and remain members of the Church who 
were utterly unworthy of the name. But when @ crisis occurs, and a 
division among the people is the result, then the unworthy, 'the faithless 
and the corrupt are carried away, and the Church is left purer and 
stronger for the cleansing: This is the view we take of the events which 
are of recent occurrence. The result, though it may be painful in many 
respects; cannot be otherwise than beneficial; There have been men who 
have not been living as they should do; their lives have not been the lives 
of Latter-day Saints. These men, if they do not repent, will sooner or 
later lose their standing among end people. The ties which bind them 


habit—will grow weaker and — be dissolved until the dread of 
separation will have disappeared. and it will appear an advantage to make 
the severance complete. In this respect: these: events which are now 
— the mum in Juvenile 
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A WAY PREPARED FOR THE PREACHING or run 
GOSPEL. | 


In another part of this issue, under the heading “From Various Mission. 
ary Fields,” are published letters from a number of Traveling, Elders, 
The several writers narrate methods. by which they have succeeded in 
presenting the Gospel to some of the people among whom. they have been 
laboring: Quite frequently. correspondents have informed us of means 
they have been led to adopt, in order to preach | the Gospel to the 
people, and of the success they have met with in carrying out the plans 
suggested to their minds. By the statements the missionaries make in 
reporting their labors we are confirmed in the belief that the Lord will 
always open up a way by which His servants can get the Gospel before 
those who are seeking for light, There are olasses of people whom the 
Elders at the present cannot reach with the message of glad tidings iy 
they. bear, but the Lord ia His own due time can prepare the w 
they may be. reached if the desire for hearing the truth „ eyer 

8 their hearts... Until. that time comes, it appears useless to attempt 
to enlighten them. There are people, however, who are inquiring. for 
more pel light, and the Lord is leading His servants to them. “are 

Invariably. when the Elders are humble and seek to be led by the Holy 
Spirit, they are directed to take a course that will enable them to deliver 
their message to those who are willing to listen to it. It sometimes 
happens that missionaries meet with many discouragements in Their 
attempts to reach the ears of the people, but the experience they gain 
thereby, all tends to make them humble and to cause them to rely upon 
the Lord for guidance, and eventually their efforts are rewarded with 
success, 

The Lord is continually preparing the way tor ‘the . ot ‘Bis 


‘as so often testified to by Elders laboring; in the mini 
knowledge should be a great encouragement to all our missiona 


NOTICE. TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
— — 
To: attention all business: with this. office 
should:be addressed to the President of the Mission, Rulon S. Wells, or to 
the Editor: of the When the President of; the ‘Mission 
is absent the business manager is authorized to open local letters eddressed — 
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office ‘business: adidressed to other individuals in the office frequently do 
addressed... thd 


EIn Atonzo P. as a missionary in the 
Conférence from February, 1894, to January, 1898, is now President of the 
Eastern States Mission, with headquarters at 50 Concord Street, Brooklyn, 
New York: He bas just recently taken the place of Elder Samuel W. 
Richards, who bas been released! from presiding over that mission. ö 


ARRIVALS. —The following. Elders from: in Liverpool 
on April 6, 1897: For the British Mission, L. C. Dunean, Salt. Lake City, 
and John W. Cook, Taylorsville. For the:Scandinavian Mission, Frederick, 
Peterson, Murray. For the; Swiss and German — — ung 
Jr., em Lawson, Salt Lake City. | 


Arrom I. C. Duncan has been appointed to 
labor i in, the Birmingbam Conference. 
John W. Cook has been appointed to labor in the Cheltenham Conference, 
William Stoneman has. been released from laboring. i in the London Con- 
ference and appointed. to labor as a Traveling Elder in the Norwich Con- 
ference. 
James Holley, rey Shas been laboring as a ‘Traveling Elder in t 
— Conference, has been released to return home —— Mad 1897, 


ROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY. ‘FIELDS, . 


FURNISHED TO PREACH THE GOSPEL... 

in write as under date of March 
28, 1897: 

The announcement. as it ‘appeared. on a printed poster 
advertising. a: gathering of the Working Men's Mission, is self-explana- 

“On: Sunday, March 28, 1897, Mr. B. Birchall from America, will give an 
address in the afternoon on ‘Life Among the Mormons.’ Afternoon ser- 
vices at three o'clock. Evening at 6:30, subject, What is. Mormonism? 
Collections at the close of each service. You are earnestly invited.” 

“Elders Moss and Broadbent accompanied Elder Birchall to the. said 
services. The congregation was very attentive at each meeting. About 
50 Utah, views were exhibited as the afternoon subject was dilated upon. 

“In the evening after an hour's service on the first principles of the 
Gospel, the congregation further 3 to hear from Elders Broadbent 
and Moss. 

tions were asked by the members of the congregation:.. We further 
to again occupy. their pulpit 

te. -ewollut ex 
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_ “This is a new feature for Latter-day Saint Elders to conduct meetings 
for other denominations, but we think it will result in much good. Several 
of the visitors were enquiring about their relatives which they hadin Utah, 
and in one or two cases they were — to obtain their desired —_— 
tion. 

“We were kindly invited out to tea with the president of ‘che 3 mission, 
and a very friendly feeling was exhibited towards us, from the fact that all 
the congregation came to shake hands with us, and invited us to one aie 
see them at their homes.” | | 

ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS IN LOUGHBOROUGH. 
Extprers Grorce E. Benou and John A. Hunt, Jr., who are laboring as 
missionaries in the Loughborough district in oe gram 
wrote as follows on March 30,1897: 

After about nine months of persistent: in 
is being some interest taken in the Gospel. In the latter part of June, 
1896, Elders George Hind and George E. Bench came into this district. 
There were ‘only five sisters here who were members of the Churob, and 
after some exertion, the Elders were enabled to get them together er and 
hold cottage meetings. At the first meeting a family happen ‘ih, and 
after hearing the principles of the Gospel explained became some of the 
warmest friends that the Elders had. Other friends were madé and after 
a time there seemed to be a chance for holding a district meeting. “Soin 
December the town was thoroughly billed, and a good district meetit 
was held. Since then, by the help of the Saints, we have engaged & 
in which we hold meetings each Sunday evening. The congregation is 
not large, but there are a number of /g00d, ' earnest investigators who 
attend. 

“Another means we have found to be quite effective in getting seq juainted 
with the people is by our attendance at a Sunday Morning’ ‘Adult Setiool: 
These schools are organized throughout various parts of Great Britain to 
induce men to meet together on Sunday morning to read the Scriptures 
and to study other subjects that are for the benefit of man. “The ‘enroll- 
ment throughout Great Britain now numbers about 40,000. The schools are 
strictly non-sectarian, so al] faiths and creeds are given a hearty welcome. 
During the winter months the members of the school have given a 
number of social entertainments to which the members and friends ‘of the 
school are welcome. a 

“The courtesy has been eR unto us, on a Aude of occasions, of 
speaking to the class of which we are members, and also of conducting it. 

„Wherever these schools are held we do not think that the Elders can 
do better than to give them their aid and support, as they are a meunb of 
accomplishing much good in teaching men principles of ony’ ‘and 


truth.” 

PREACHING IN BRISTOL. 
Etper CoLLARD, who has been — Shim, 
having fulfilled his mission to this land, writing from Bristol, March 16, 


1897, states some of his experience in . the people, 
as follows: n 
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„Being called by our worthy President, W. O. Burgon, to labor here 
with Elder W. T. Noall, of Salt Lake City, I commenced my labors in the 
usual way, working with. all diligence to bring the Gospel before the 
people. My companion and I visited several Bible classes. This opened 
the way for us to present a few of the doctrines believed in by the Latter- 
day Saints, as they allow questions to be asked at the close of the lecture 
given before the alles; ang" come the at times 
are very interesting. 

“By becoming eee with some of the cotmisittce of the Broakland 
Church (Independent Wesleyan) Loung Men's Bible and Discussion Class, 
we through the kindness of Mr. White, assistant seoretary, vere allowed 
the privilege of delivering a lecture on the laws and ordinances of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. So on January 10, 1897, I with Brothers Noall, 
Bagley and Mortimer, repaired to the class. We found the house closely 
packed with a number of intelligent young men. After the usual exercises 
I arose, feeling my weakness but depending on the Lord I began to accupy 
the thirty minutes allotted to the lecture. I spoke upon the first * 
ples of the Gospel as taught by the Savior and His Apostles : 
At the end of that time the tap of the chairman’s pencil on the pare 
gave me to understand that the thirty minutes had expired and that 
questions were next in order: The questions were few, as one en 


3 AN OPERATION AVERTED. 


Tax following Potter dated at 16 ‘Chesterfield Road, 8 March W 
1897, and addressed to the Editor of the SrAx, is toy 

In August 1896, I had the misfortune to fall down one of the vipepitd 
at thé Staveley works, a distance of about 12 or 14 feet, and injured my 
body. After being at home five weeks I felt better and returned to work. 
I felt nothing more of the accident until about Christmas of —_ game 
year when I began to experience a distressing bodily disorder. ; 

J continued working until January 13, 1897, when I had to give up ail 
place myself under the doctor’s care. After being in his hands a month 
he told me he could do no more for me, and that 1 would have to go to 
the infirmary for a surgical Operation. I immediately wrote to Brother 
Street, (a Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference, since returned 
home) telling him of my case. He together with Brother Abel Roper, 
stationed at Chesterfield, visited me and administered tome. Less than 
half an hour before going to the infirmary, I was examined by the sur- 
geons, and was told to prepare for operation. On being again visited and 
examined: by the surgeons it was found that the obstruction that caused 
my suffering was removed. I need not say the surgeons were astonished ; 
and now they cannot understand how I: escaped an n which 
would have been painful and perhaps fatal. 10 

I ascribe the whole to the power of our Hlenvenl Father, who is 
lost His ability to heal when we have faith ar 1 2 to 
be administered to by His servants. 
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220 MELLENNIAL SPAR. 


_“ Hoping this:may meet the eye of 
remain yours in the cause wet the Truth,” W. Her. 
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A CURIOUS PROPHECY. 


1801 1 attention woe 
rophecy of an old German hermit, which was published..in a Bavarian 
over forty years previous to that time. The fulfillment of part of the 
prediction was what brought it 'to.public notice some ten pent 
current events are again causing interest in it to revive, As a matter o 
curiosity the events predicted are herewith enumerated. — . 

The hermit foretold, the Austro- Russian and the — ware, 
the death of Pope Pius and the Turoo-Russian debate at arma. He said 
that Germany would have three emperors in one year before the end of 
the century, and indicated the death of two United 
assassination. All which have come to pass. 1 

“In the same artiele he said that when the twentieth, century, ¢ 
great seismic disturbances will take plaoe which will cause, the submersion | 
of: New, York City and the western half of Havana... Cuba is to break in 
two while Florida and Lower California are to suffer. total e 
The shocks of these earthquakes. will raza buildings to the ground in 
almost every city on the continent. Millions of lives and billions of 
dollars worth of ;propenty; will be lost. 

“There is to be a change in the economic conditions of almost every 
civilized} nation. He: foretells:the. growth of a democratic spiritiin, 
land whieh, will result in a revolution that:will,overthrow, the present 
form oi government and make the country, a republic. He, says the last 
rulet ; of England will be the best the oountry ever had, and nnen 
president of the new nation will be one of the royal family. 2 
aft Queen Victoria is by long odds the best ruler England — hed 
and in a recent speech the Prince.of Wales aaid it is his desire to live to 
see England a republic. 

“ Agcording. to the hermit, Russia, France and Italy will an alliance 
and will enter into war with Turkey. This war is to be the out-growth of 
Turkish persecution of Christian subjects. This triple alliance will com, 
quer:the domain of the sick man of the East. At the expiration af the 
war complications will arise which will plunge Italy and France ina war 
with Russia. The result will be that the two countries will be gobbled up 
by the northern power, and will.cease to exist as independent, nations, 

Mile var is being waged between them, the pope will move the sent. of 
_. Gatholicism from Rome to serve them in southern. Ireland. A: rebellion 
willitake-place in the land of, the shamrock, in which the country, will 
become independent of England. 

“Then a conflict will arise between. lire. Cotholicn cf; 
Ireland and the ultra-Protestante of the north, in which, the sousherna will 
be victors.. A kingdom will be established; and it is predicted, ene 
reign of the first potentate will become historie for ite tyranny. * 
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 “Phe-ptophet paints adark future for the United States. He says at the 
close of:the century a fedling:of unrest will seize the: people. This feeling 
will be the out-growth of unequal social and economic conditions. He pre- 
dicts that the twenty-fifth: President will be the last executive head of the 
United States. During his administration masses will break into open 
rebellion and the established form of government will beoverthrown. The 
‘United: Staves will be rent asunder and for a year or more anaroby will 
prevail. When order shall be brought: out of ehaos six republics: will 
be found, with capitels at the following cities: San Francisco, — 


THE USTVRRSETY OF CAIRO. 


appeared in an American newspaper : 

I was glad to get a more favorable view of the Molimmeden world by 
visiting the famous University of Cairo. Accompanied by the Syrian 
Principal of the Church of England School, who kindly offered to act as 
our dragoman, and provided with tickets of admission which he had pur- 
chased at the hotel, we drove through the crowded streets in the Arabic 
part of Cairo and ‘saw hundreds of students, with white turbans on their 
tarbooshes, going in the same direction. Scores of Arab bookshops began 
to appear—little storehouses piled with pamphlets. | 

The University is a. great Mosque, with a pillared court, an immense 
square inclosure, on the pavements of which many thousands of scholars 
are seated, usually in groups, gathered about a teacher, Provided with 
| slippers and accompanied by.a blue-robed guide, we walked about among 
these acres of pupils, many of whom, as it was rather early in the morn- 
ing, were eating a simple breakfast of bread and beans. The buzz of the 
vast throng who were memorizing aloud was chat of innumerable human 
bees gathering the honey of the Koran. — 
| These men come from all parts of the Moslem world, from the Congo 
to the Ganges, from the Black Ses to the sources of the Nile. Here they 
learn ‘Arabic grammar, the Arabic scriptures, Mohammedan law and 
Mohammedan philosophy. The memory is enormously cultivated. Some 
pupils remain here twenty years, endeavoring to master the intricacies of 
an Arabic grammar, which, insisting on the perfection of the Koran, lays 
down grammatical rules to which there may be. bn —— 
all of which must be faithfully memorised. 

“Most of these scholars are to be missionaries. Aeg their cams 
they will carry the simple teachings of Islam to the idolatrous and savage 
tribes of Central Africa. There is something really sublime in their un- 
swerving faith and absolute devotion. Small indeed is the impression 
which a divided and corrupt Christendom has made on the stubborn 
hanghtiness: of ithe: Moslem world. I have many conversations. in 
Constantinople and Gairo with Christians of experienoe as tothe sucvess 
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been a few genuine conversions to Christianity among the Moslems of 
Egypt, but the numbers are very small, and I have a deep: conviction 
that there must be vast improvements in Christendom and a long educa- 
tion of Moslem peoples under beneficent Christian governments: before 
any great beginning can be made, before any large victories can be secured. 
This Moslem school of missionaries shows that Islam has a great life in 
it and before it. I have seen the leading universities of America, Gréat 
Britain and Europe, Harvard, Oxford, Berlin, Paris, but the University of 
‘Cairo, older than Oxford and larger than Berlin, appears to me the most 
striking and picturesque educational and religious phenomenon that 1 
ever witnessed. There are from 8,000 to 10,000 students in attendance, 
and the British Government looks upon this vast concourse not as a body 
of scholars, but as a dangerous crowd of fanatics. We saw the holes made 
by English bullets during the riot of last summer, when a victim of. the 
cholera was removed by violence from b satwaliot 


CRIMES AND 11 THE PRESS. 


Ir may be as “the voice of one crying in n th the wilderness” to phi abide 
the terrible increase of crime among the nations of the earth, and the 
causes that are responsible for this condition; still the voice is. more and 
more distinctly heard and it is also commanding some attention. nats 
A French journal recently gave some startling figures to prove ‘how 
crime gradually lays hold of the young. From 1826 to 1880, while, in 
France the number of crimes among adults had increased mona brea 
criminality of youth between sixteen and twenty quadrupled. 
period 1880-1893 the showing is still worse. Child-criminals e in 
number twenty-five per cent., adult criminals but eleven | ‘per: cent. More 
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French figures are shown by Mr. W. Douglas Morrison to be Wen for 
England and also for the United States. 

Mr. Gerry, president of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
Children, charges the public press with much of the responsibility, hee 
increase of crime among the youth in New York City. On this char age he 


says in his annual address: 


The first course of their training in vice is what. may 
vicious journalism. Lurid stories of crime, me by Sea's picture 
representing criminals in daring and attractive attitudes ; y deworiptlons of 
criminals arrested for gross immoralities, with the like pictorial illustra- 
tions; narratives of these and especially of children charged with eee 
where all the details are elaborated with the greatest 
ictures often of a salacious character, make a deep-seated — . 5 rooted 
mpression. Any one conversing with children held for crime may soon 


be call 


y on the subject an uent to e er i 
those chronicled in the a doide 
Nr. Gerry thinks that as for the this kind of 
e like so many Fagius and teach the 
children to pick pockets, fire houses and poison foot... 
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MN. Pouille a French writer on the ‘same subject, takes a similar view. 
He believes that the very recital of crime, its description in disgusting 
details, ‘exerts upon badly-balanced minds a moral pressure which is 

| practically irredistible. ‘So clear is this relation of description of crime ‘to 
the commission of crime, that congresses of criminologists and philan- 
thropists and Associations! against immoral literature have again and again 
asked for laws making it a penal offense to publish a detailed account of 
crimes and executions, or even to publish the picture of a notorious 
criminal.—Deseret News. 


AGED _NINETY- SEVEN. 


SARAH JARROLD Hrn Faux, born July 20, 1800, died March 18, 1897, in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. She was baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day. Saints, in 1849, and was the second person joining the 
Church in Cambridge, England. She started for Utah, March 3, 1851, on 
the ship Olympus, with her three daughters, having buried her husband 
and three children in England. She crossed the plains with ox team 
with Orson Pratt’s. fifty, arrived in Salt Lake City, October 1, 1851, and 
has resided there ever since. She has lived the life of a faithful Latter- 
day Saint. She leaves two daughters, twenty-seven grand - children and 
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ve ‘GEYSER: IN THE GREAT SALT LAKE. 


‘THE: report thav'e geyser has burst forth in the big arm 
of the Great Salt Lake, a short distance southwest of Promontory Station 
on the Central: Pacifie Railway, in Utah. As described by one writer, 
“The first appearance of the phenomena was in the form of a small cloud 
which | hovered over the water about a mile and a quarter from the shore. 

od in dimensions and shot up so high i in the air that it was 
visible for 4 considerable distance, and the water in the immediate neigh- 
borhiood boils and seethes, the spray being thrown high up into the air. 
There have been a number of earthquake shocks in that vicinity during 
the last few months, and it is supposed by some that fire and lava con- 
fined in the subterranean depths have found an outlet and are spending 
their forces. A claim to this 
enon.” 
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Wut. At Hyrum, Cache Co., Utah, February 17, 1897, Margaret Hope 
Williams. Deceased was born af Bristol, Gloucestershire, England, January 19, 1833, 
embraced the Gospel in 1851, and emigrated to Utah in 1853. ‘She was one of the first 
settlers in Hyrum. 

South Jordan, Batt Lake Co,; Utah, February 18, 1897, John Blake. 
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